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What the A.B.C. Plan Means to 
You. 


1. It means the establishment of planned develop- 
ment and progress on the basis of a Co-operative State. 


2. lt means economic security, security of employ- 
ment and true social justice for all. 


3. lt means the fixing of wages in relation to family 
living costs, with an equitable division of the profits 
earned and the values created through the power and 
efficiency of co-operative effort. 


4. It means the removal of the evils of Party Govern- 
ment and the establishment of true democracy, whereby 
all sections and all interests will join in planning and 


directing National Development for the mutual bencfit | 


of ail, 


5. lt means a realistic, commonsense and workable 
solution for the problem of rehabilitation of returned ser- 
vicemen, and for the handling of post-war production 
and financial difficulties, 


6. lt means protection for producer, distributor and 
consumer alike, with controlled costs, controlled profits 
and fair treatment for all. 


7, lt means the end of the struggle between sections 
of the community for a monopoly of privilege or profit. 


8. It means a scientific handling of the problems of 
Social Security, Health, Land Settlement, Guaranteed 
Prices, Import and Exchange Control, Housing, Popula- 
tion, Industrial Relations and the full utilisation of our 
potential wealth and industrial and productive resources, 


9. it means above everything else, for YOUR good 
and the good of the nation. 


Achievement By Co-operation. 


Universal Printing Products Ltd., 22 Blair Street, Wellington, 











CHANGE OF NAME OF PARTY. 


As the Party has been formed by citizens who have 
realised, after bitter experience, the worthlessness of the 
old-style sectional party politics, and who have come to be- 
lieve in co-operative effort and planning as the only com- 
monsense method for securing national and individual pro- 
gress, it has been decided to adopt the name of the “New 
Zealand Co-operative Party.” 


If You believe in these principles, 


THIS IS HOW YOU CAN HELP 


1. 


S> Ol he CO bo 


By assisting to secure the return of the New Zealand 
Co-operative Party at the next elections. 


- By sending a _ contribution to our Dominion 


Treasurer, P.O. Box 1603, Wellington. 


. By joining our Advisory Councils. 

. By handing this pamphlet on to your friends. 

. By advocating the A.B.C. plan. 

. By supporting and seeking support for our candi- 


dates—you may be qualified to become a candidate 
yourself—if so, make yourself known to us. 


Make this your slogan— 


Achievement by Co-operation |! 


Support the A.B.C. Plan. 


Signed for and on behalf of the Dominion 
Executive, 


DIGBY PERRETT, 
Dominion Chairman. 


New Zealand Headquarters, 


THE N.Z. CO-OPERATIVE PARTY, 


ist Floor Prudential Bldgs., Lambton Quay, 
Wellington. 


P.O. Box 1603. Telephone 43-349. 


For further information apply to the Dominion 
Organiser, A. E. DAVY 


See overleaf 


If, however, internal costs of production rise to such 
a high level that the guaranteed price is reached only by 
peak market prices, on the average then the guaranteed — 
price would involve a State subsidy, which would have little 


chance of being repaid by surpluses received above the pay- 
out. | 


The present Guaranteed Price Scheme, therefore, is 
impracticable as a measure for regulating the disparity 
between good years and bad years as far as market prices 
are concerned, because it cannot regulate costs. 


The A.B.C. plan provides :— 


1. That the producers shall have a full share in 
marketing control on a co-operative basis, thus ensuring 
that they shall be able to regulate their own productive 
activities to the market situation, reducing costs accord- 
ingly, and that, through the Councils, they shall be in a 
position to advise Parliament authoritatively on the effect 
of Government policy on internal costs. 


2. The plan provides that the producers shall have 
a voice in the fixing and allocation of the guaranteed price. . 


3. It provides that they shall be able to recommend 
measures for increasing the efficiency of primary produc- 
tion to increase output, to reduce costs, or for changes m 
productive policy. . 


4, It provides that they shall be entitled to investigate | 
costs and to recommend changes in Government policy 
which influence costs. 


5. The producers shall be given a say in general 
National Development planning, in order that their interests 
may be fully taken into consideration in the direction of 
State policy. 


THE WAR. 


The Co-operative Party has deliberately refrained from 
raising questions in connection with the war, for, although 
we believe that the principles of co-operation could vastly 
improve our war effort if applied by the Government, we 
consider that it is not in the public interest to raise these 
matters as political controversial issues. 


Any criticism we may make will be purely constructive 
and in the national interest, and we will at all times ensure 
that nothing is done by us to embarrass the Government. 





Land Settlement. 





The Co-operative Party lays down as its cardinal] prin- 
ciple in land settlement the necessity for introducing co- 
operative methods in developing new primary producing 
areis, in extending existing production, and in opening new 
agricultural and forestry industries and ancillary secondary 
industries. 


Such developments must go hand in hand with the 
A.B.C. plan for augmenting or creating transport and com- 
munication facilities, for redistributing population and de- 
centralising industry, and for research into internal and 
external markets. In short, land settlement must be one 
factor in a general plan of national development; not, as it 
has been in the past, a series of haphazard schemes without 
adequate security for the result of the farmers’ efforts, or 
even for a reasonable reward for them. | 


Co-operative land settlement schemes will be of inestim- 
able value in the rehabilitation of returned servicemen, The 
investigations of the Councils will indicate what type of pro- 
duct may be grown to advantage, and what areas may be 
suitable to the purpose. The prospective settlers will then 
- be employed in breaking in and developing the land, build- 
ing roads and homes and creating focal communities. 


When this is completed, they will carry on farming 
operations and repaying the capital investment until they 
own the assets and values they have created. 


| In this and similar ways land settlement in New Zea- 
land can be developed enormously without any of the diffi- 
culties which have arisen in the past from land speculation, 
over capitalisation, insecure markets and lack of pre-plan- 
ming generally. . 


GUARANTEED PRICES. 





In theory, the principle of the Guaranteed Price Scheme 
is to conserve the surpluses accumulated in good years from 
receipts above the guaranteed price paid for products, in 
order to pay out from such surpluses the guaranteed price 
when the return from products falls, in bad years, below 
the standard. 


standard. That is, the incidence of taxation will be adjust- 
ed so that net wages will bear a more equitable relationship 
to family living costs. Peas 

The married man will pay a lower wage tax than the 
‘single man, with the taxation decreasing according to the 
size of the family up to reasonable limits. In the case of 
large families, family allowances will be paid. The net wages 
in each case will be fixed, so that a fair standard of living 
is provided. 


Immigration will be carefully controlled, so that imter- 
nal labour surpluses will not be created. With such a pro- 
vision, a flow of new producers will materially aid national 
development. — They will also create additional internal 
markets for the disposal of our goods and services, and by 
_earefully balancing this process, the general welfare of the 
country and all in it may be substantially augmented. 


IMPORT AND EXCHANGE CONTROL. 


The benefits of the principle of co-operative adminis- 
tration could not be better illustrated than in the Co-opera- _ 
tive Party’s policy for foreign exchange control. 


Briefly, we propose that the Council in charge should 
allocate surplus exchange funds to importers on the basis of 
priority. Importers having representation on the Council 
will be able to assist in determining such priorities, and the 
greatest possible degree of freedom will be given to import- 
ers on their overseas purchases. 


The Party believes that the law of supply and demand - 
will regulate such purchases so that the best service will 
be given to consumers. Importers’ Associations will be 
charged with the responsibility of co-operating with each 
other in utilising allocations to the best advantage. 


It is felt that such a system will prove to be more equit- 
able and satisfactory to all than the old system of import 
selection by departmental authorities. 


This is purely a matter of co-operation between the 
importers and the Council in charge and between the im- 
porters themselves, and the Party is satisfied that this will 
make for a fairer deal and better results all round. 


Even with the added problems of war finance and the 
future problems of exchange, the co-operative system of 
control will work better than any other. 


TRANSPORT. 


A further important development in post-war recon- 
struction will be the improvements which will be required 
in transport facilities. The speeding up of communica- 
tions will enable the country to open up new areas and to’ 
redistribute industries and urban population. 


It will be necessary to undertake a planned policy for 
development in this direction, and the Co-operative Party 
is of the opinion that workers engaged in such works should 
be given the opportunity to obtain employment and homes 
in those industries and areas opened up by their efforts. 


They should also share in this way in the increased 
values created. 


DECENTRALISATION OF INDUSTRY. 


Following the development of transport communica- 
tions. and the industria] expansion planned under the 
National Development scheme, it will be an integral part of 
the Co-operative Party’s policy to distribute industry in 
suitable areas throughout the Dominion. 


The intention is to ensure that all communities should 
participate in the general scheme for national progress 
without creat extremes of wealthy districts, and those lack- 
ing the amenities of civilisation by reason of their under- 
development. : | 


POPULATION AND IMMIGRATION—-—FAMILY 
LIVING STANDARDS. 


New Zealand can realise the full benefit of its natural 
resources and potential wealth only by co-operative plan- 
hing. As has already been pointed out, however, produc- 
tion has an unstable value unless there is an equal con- 
sumption. No political artifice yet has been able to repeal 
the law of supply and demand, and in view of the present 
and probable future conditions of the world, internal demand 
must be expanded if we are to achieve genuine national pro- 
gress. New Zealand needs a greater population, and this. 
the Co-operative Party proposes to achieve in two ways :— 


1. By removing the present financial difficulties in 
the way of increased families. 


Ze. DY controlled immigation. 


With regard to the first, the Co-operative Party intends 
to establish the family living standard as the basic wage 


The fullest provision, financially, must be made fer 
those unable to provide for themselves, and the Party can 
see no reason why the disabled, the widow or the orphan 
should suffer standards of living substantially lower than 
the community average. Those unemployed through no 
fault of their own should be regarded as disabled until sueh 
time es they return to work. 


In short, natural misfortune should be a primary res- 
ponsibility of the State to alleviate. However, it will be 
virtually impossible for widespread unemployment to arise 
as long as the principle of co-operation is applied. ; 


HEALTH BENEFITS. 


The health of the individuals composing the State is 
undoubtedly a State responsibility, and the Party is definite 
that the question of a practical co-operative system must 
be decided by the responsible Council at the earliest moment. 


in the main, however, the Party considers that the pre- 
vention of illness is of paramount Importance, and the 
greatest health benefit that ean be given to the people is to 
_ safeguard them as far as possible against disease. 


The Council will be charged, therefore, with under- 
taking a vigorous policy in this direction. | 


HOUSING. 


The Co-operative Party intends to implement a vigor- 
ous home-building policy under which families, if they so 
desire, may be able to purchase their homes on a long term 
table-mortgage plan. It will be made possible for wage- 
earners to obtain possessicn of their homes without prohi- 
bitive initial cost, and private builders may participate in 
a co-operative scheme whereby the State will guarantee the 
repayments of capital of approved occupants in return for 
the reducing of the initial cash payment required. 


In this way, State housing will be supplemented by the 
resources of private building, with the elimination of un- 
desirable speculation. A vigorous housing policy will, of 
course, be an important factor in post-war reconstruction. 


‘Housing will be accompanied by a general scheme for 
town planning and the speeding up of transport facilities, 
in order that suburban areas may become garden centres, 
remote in distance but not in time from city and industrial 
areas. 
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Social and Economic Security 


1.—ECONOMIC SECURITY. 


The N.Z. Co-operative Party upholds the principle that 
economic security is the first and mest important factor in 
individual effort. The A.B.C. plan is designed specifically 
to ensure that the reward of effort will be distributed equit- 
ably among those co-operatively engaged in producing goods 
or services. The Co-operative Councils will ensure that 
planned National Development will provide all the necessary 
safeguards against inefficiency and economic uncertainty. 
The whole policy provides for security of employment and 
adequate return, with controlled costs of living which will 
guarantee fair standards of living. 


2.—TRADE UNIONISM. 


Trade Unionism has an important part to play in this, 
and the Trade Unions will be expected to take a prominent 
place in planning and controlling the co-operative effort 
through the Councils, both in the major Co-operative Coun- 
cils and in the Consultative Councils within industrial estab- 
lishments. In short, the competition between employer 
and employee for a major share of the ‘profits will no longer 
exist, as the main incentive in industry will be to produce 
for the needs of the consumers as much as possible in the 
most efficient manner, and to benefit mutually by an equit-_ 
able sharing of the rewards. 


Furthermore, there will be a fair division of respon- 
sibility in planning and administration as well as in effort. 
By the same means, economic security will be given to the 
financial factor (capital) in production, and wage-earner, 
shareholder and employer alike will share in the collective 
guarantee of reward and security. 


Last, and certainly not least, the consumer will enjoy 
lower costs of living as a result of increased industrial effi- 
ciency. 


3.—SOCIAL BENEFITS AND THE 40-HOUR 
WEEK. 
The whole objective of such a policy is to assure the 


progress of the State and every individual in it, and to pro- 
vide the best possible standards of living for all. This 


means the retention of the 40-hour week, (except where 


national or economic emergencies may demand greater 
effort), and working conditions of the highest order. 


To some extent the principle of co-operative effort will 
have to be applied to world marketing and production to 
relieve this immediate problem. But the true solution lies 
in the supplying of new markets, particularly in those coun- 
tries where home: production is, either naturally or through 
the effects of the war, quite inadequate for the needs of the 
people. For the supplying of such markets we cannot 
expect payment in the normal way. We must instead accept’ 
by way of payment goods and materials which previously 
were not received in exchange for our products. This 
will make it possible for us to begin new industries which 
previously would have been uneconomic or impossible 
through lack of raw materials. ? 


Briefly, this sets out the basis for our post-war plan. 


2.—NEW INDUSTRIES. 


Among the new industries which may be developed on 
a co-operative basis to great advantage in this way are:— 


Heavy iron and steel industries; plastic industries; oil 
refining industries; rubber manufacturing industries; motor 
and aircraft manufacturing industries; textile industries. 
and many others of a similar nature. ~ 


We may foster such industries by receiving raw mater- 
ials not produced in this country. We may also process. 
raw materials already produced here by receiving in 
exchange for our goods the machines and materials neces- 
sary for processing or manufacture. 


In short, not only will we dispose of our exportable 
surpluses, but in addition we will be enabled to enter into a 
new phase of natfonal development which will ensure the 
absorption of all returned servicemen and the economic 
security and fair living standards of all concerned. 


{ 





THE NATURE OF NATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT. 


It is impossible in a pamphlet of this size to indicate 
in full the scope of National Development. Some mention 
should be made, however, of some of the projects the N.Z. 
Co-operative Party has in mind in its A.B.C. plan. 


1. PRODUCTION FOR CONSUMPTION: 


It is obvious that after the war the world will be faced 
with three major problems. 


(a) The return of men to employment. 


(ob) The conversion of industrial and primary produc- 
ing efforts from the needs of war to the needs of 
peace. 


(c) The supply of essential foodstuffs; manufactures 
and services to those countries or peoples in need 
of them, and who will not have the means to pay 
in the former methods of exchange. | 


All these problems are inter-related. 


It will not be impossible to produce goods or services 
for the needs of consumption, although there will be much 
to do in reorganising and developing production in this 
respect. It will be difficult, however, to ensure that al] 
those engaged in such production will receive an adequate 
return for their efforts, as whole countries and peoples will 
for a long time lack the means of payment. Thus, we will 
have an enormous potential consumption sufficient to con- 
sume all our production and to create new demands for deve- 
lopment. We will therefore have a potential field of em- 
ployment sufficient to absorb all our manpower resources. 


The means of payment for goods and services sufficient 
to guarantee economic security and good standards of living 
for those engaged will, however, be deficient. It is upon 
this latter factor we must concentrate. It may be argued 
that some of our former markets will have been greatly 
restricted as a result of the war. For example, the United 
Kingdom will probably require less of our primary products, 
not only because of increased home production, but also 
because of increased production by competing ceuntries. 


party-controlled national policies by planned national deve- 
‘lopment under the Co-operative Councils will give the great- 
est possible confidence in the security of investment. 


(c) The war has shown that there are many ways of 
ensuring that finance can be found fer necessary projects. 
The N.Z. Co-operative Party affirms that post-war deve- 
lopment can and will be financed by equally determined 
measures, as indicated above. 


(d) TAXATION: Taxation is an accepted means for 
financing State overhead costs and State controlled deve- 
lopment. The N.Z. Co-operative Party lays it down, how- 
ever, that the incidence of taxation must be equitable in its 
effect on all ctasses of income earners, and in no way must 
taxation reduce rightful standards of living or restriet the 
field of industrial or agricultural development, 


Taxation must be therefore simplified and reduced and 
the overhead costs ef the State, of administration and State 
control must be brought down to the lowest level of cost, 
commensurate with efficiency, in order that the standard » 
of living earned by the workers is not unnecessarily reduced. 


The Co-operative Councils, which will be responsible 
for planning and research, will prove a major factor in 
reducing taxation to the lowest reasonable degr ee, while at 
the same time increasing efficiency to the maximum. 


(e) Summed up, these proposals mean first that the 
most determined measures will be taken to ensure that fin- 
ance will be available for development and the rehabilitation 
of ex-servicemen; that inflation and high costs will be 
avoided; that taxation will be contrelled and reduced; that 
the security of efficient enterprises will be guaranteed; and 
that at all times the most careful planning and control will 
be carried out by the Co-operative Councils charged with 
the responsibility of ensuring the development of the coun- 
try’s resources, and of safeguarding the interests ef indivi- 
duals engaged in supplying goods or services. 





3. Upon this basis it will be possible to determine the 
nature and form of projects to be initiated or developed. 


The party affirms that this is the only commonsense 
foundation upon which National Development and the re- 
habilitation of returned servicemen may be established. 


_ As an indication of the manner in which the Party 
intends te implement this policy, the following points are 
given :— 


FINANCE AND CREDIT CONTROL. 
(a) Industrial and Agricultural Bank: 


It will be necessary to establish such a financial insti- 
tution in order that both industry and agriculture may be 
developed to the maximum degree, with adequate credit 
facilities, under the planning of the Co-operative Councils. 
The chief difficulty facing credit reform is the question of 
providing finance for development without embarking on a 
pelicy of inflation, rising costs and the political control of 
credit facilities.. Nevertheless, the conversion of industry 
and agriculture to a peace-time footing and the expansion 
under the National Development scheme require that 
finance shall be available in adequate measure, and without 
excessive cost, to create new industries, to increase existing 
industries and to support these developments until such 
time as they are revenue-producing. 


In other words, the necessity is to issue credit based 
on the potential value of the security rather than on the 
immediate value of the assets. Providing that there is 
proper planning and control by the Co-operative Councils, 
the Industrial and Agricultural Bank can, within the deter- 
mined limits, guarantee the value of the future security 
and so create self-extinguishing credits which will expand 
the economic resources of the country while, at the same 
time, avoiding the major disaster of uncontrolled inflation. 


(b) The use of the credit of the whole State in provid- 
ing facilities for the financing of co-operative concerns and 
State projects is, of course, not unlimited. ‘There is, how- 
ever, a wide field for private investment in this country, 
provided that both internal and external investors have con- 
fidence in the economic security of their investments. The 
_A.B.C. plan provides such a guarantee, and the replacing of 





National Development Through 
Co-operative Effort. 
Rehabilitation of Returned Servicemen. 


Reference has already been made to the enormous — 
power and efficiency of co-operative effort under proper 
planning. Sufficient has been seen of the dismal failures 
in national projects in this country through lack of planning 
and skilled advice, for the people to realise that progress 
cannot be achieved, either effectively or economically, under 
_ the systems which have been adopted in the past. 


The rehabilitation of returned servicemen is a problem © 
which must one day be faced, and there is little prospect 
that the old methods will work any better in this than they 
have in other directions. The Party considers that the 
rehabilitation of demobilised servicemen rightly belongs to 
the sphere of planning for national development. Not only 
have we to consider the placing of scores of thousands of 
men back into civil life, but also we must provide for the 
conversion of the country from a war to a peace economy, 
and of industry and production from the purposes of war 
to the purposes of peace. 


In many respects, the war has shown what can be done 
_by effort with an incentive. In the peace that is to come, 
we can have no better incentive than national progress and 
we must begin, now, to lay our plans for national develop- 
ment. 


It is impossible, here, to give more than a broad outline 
of the Party’s proposals in this direction, but they may be 
briefly summarised as follows :— 


1. National Development may be achieved successfully, 
efficiently and economically only by the application of the 
principles of co-operative effort and planning as laid down 
in the basic proposals of the Party. 


2. As a basis in National Development, and particularly 
in the rehabilitation of returned servicemen, it is necessary _ 
to undertake a complete survey of the Dominion’s resources, 
possibilities, manpower and finances, together with the 
nature and extent of internal and external consumption of 
goods and services. 








Such a system would prove of inestimable value in 
stimulating national progress by utilising the enormous 
power and efficiency of co-operative effort. In addition, 
it would assure to the workers a full share of the increased 
profits earned by their efforts, and would provide the means 
for the workers’ participation in industrial planning. 


The profit motive would be broadened to include the 
interests of all concerned and, through co-operative plan- 
ning, the community service interest would form an equally 
large factor. 


In other words, both employers and employees would 
co-operate to give the best possible service to the commun- 
ity, and would receive in return an equal distribution of 
rewards. 


The Party considers that this is the only workable plan 
possible to end industrial and geetional strife for selfish 
advantage, and the general stabilisation of social and econoe- | 
mic conditions which would follow its broad application wil ' 
introduce a new era in national and individual prosperity. 


It might be termed a Guaranteed Economic Security 
Plan, for the effect would be to guarantee the economic 
security of all those providing goods and services so long . 
as goods and services are required by the community. 


Summed up, the effect of the A.B.C. plan will be:— 


1. The means of production and distribution will be 
placed on a co-operative basis, scientifically planned to give 
the greatest benefit to the community and the individual. 


2. The worker will get a wage sufficient to ensure a 
just standard of living ,and will be entitled to a share in 
profits and representation on management. 


» 38. Capital is recognised as a factor in industry and will 
be given economic security accordingly. 


4, The consumer will be protected and costs of living 
kept down by the limitation of profits and prices, and by the 
planning of industry for meeting the needs of the commun- 
_ ity cheaply and efficiently. : 


©. rem all the above, social and economic justice for 
all will be guaranteed. : | 





‘THE AB.C. PLAN PROVIDES:— __ 


(a) That wage-earners shall enjoy additional rewards 
for additional effort or increased returns. 


(b) That additions to wages above the minimum scale 
will be paid as dividends out of profits or returns 
from the co-operative effort. 


(c) That capital shall be given a right to reward in 
equitable proportion to the service it renders. 


(d) That planning or administration shall equally 
share in increased returns. 


(€) That there shall, however, be a limitation on capi- 
tal profits within fair limits, in order that consum- 
ers may participate in a just share of increased 
efficiency or effort. : 


(f) That within each industrial institution there shall 
be established a Consultative Council representing 
Shareholders or employers on the one hand,. and - 
employees on the other, which will co-operate with 
the ordinary directorate or management as an 
advisory body to assist in assuring the welfare and 
pregress of the industry and all those in it. 


(¢) That wages shall be fixed on a scale for a just 
standard of living, 


(h) That the family will be regarded as the standard 
unit upon which wages will be based with increases 
or reduction in direct taxation according to the 
size of the family. 


.. The vast amount of detail which would be necessary 
to be determined in implementing the co-operative policy in 
industry and employment would be considered by the Co- 
operative Councils. The principles outlined above indicate © 
clearly, however, the benefits to be expected and the 
methods to be applied. 


Similarly, consumption has a right which may be repre- 
sented as the right of the citizen to participate in the 
benefits of the mutual effort of planning, labour and capital, 
by receiving the goods or services he needs at the lowest 
rate commensurate with a fair return for those goods or 
services. 


This is the only reasonable basis for computing the part 
played in the community by each individual in it; by his 
efforts, his needs, his capital in wealth or energy, and his 
planning. : | ; 


From this it may be seen that, as needs are common 
to all, and services given mutually for the benefit of all, the 
principle of co-operation in fulfilling needs, rendering ser- 
vices, and sharing rewards is the only one which can be 
truly workable in human society. 


2. It is planned, therefore, to establish Co-operative 
Councils covering all phases of production, distribution and 
exchange; goods and services; labour, capital and credit; 
consumption, standards of living and social security. . 


The Co-operative Councils will have full and equal 
representation from each phase of industry and national life 
which may be concerned. 


The personnel of the Councils will be selected from 
nominees of all interests and organisations. 


The selective body will be non-sectional and non-poli- 
tical, and will be appointed by Royal Commission, 


The Co-operative Councils will be charged with the 
responsibility of ensuring that the co-operative effort of 
those contributing services will be utilised to the greatest 
advantage, and that the results will be distributed equitably 
in return. , | 


Briefly, the Councils will operate as advisory bodies to 
Parliament, conducting investigation and research into all 
matters placed within their jurisdiction, and they may, as 
Parliament agrees, be appointed as administrative and 
‘executive bodies. ' | : 


3. The contest for privilege between capital and labour 
will no longer exist. Each has a part to play, and it will 
be the duty of the Co-operative Councils to ensure that both 
labour and capital are employed to the greatest mutual 
advantage and that they shall share in the rewards accord- 


ingly. . 3 : 


5. The Party asks for the utmost support of all those 
who are in sympathy with its objectives, and who agree 
with the methods whereby it is planned to attain them. 
‘The Party, is indeed, a national movement rather than a 
political party in the present accepted sense of a sectional 
or class organisation. 


eee ee : 
PLAN FOR A CO-OPERATIVE 
STATE 


Democracy may be defined as the collective and indivi- 
dual responsibility of all citizens to administer their affairs 
through elected representatives. : 2 


The Co-operative State is one wherein collective and 
individual responsibility is broadened to include the obliga- 
tion to work for mutual progress and the right to receive 
in return an equitable share of the rewards. 


Thus, in the democratic Co-operative State, not only 
does the citizen have a right to a say in his Government, 
and to participate in its benefits and in the task of adminis- 
tration, but also he has similar rights and duties in his own 
individual efforts in production, distribution and exchange. 


The practical application of the principle is Hlustrated 
as follows :— 


THE CO-OPERATIVE PRINCIPLE IN INDUSTRY | 
AND EMPLOYMENT. 


1. Capital and labour can no longer be regarded as 
chattels to be bought and sold. Production possesses four 
essential requirements. 

(a) . ‘Consumption. 
(b) ° Planning. 

(c) Labour. © 
(d) Capital. 

The last three factors share equally in meeting the 
needs of the first, while consumption has a right to be con- 
sidered as representing the demands of the people to be ful- 
filled. Labour and capital will be organised through proper 
planning so that they may be enabled to carry out the work 
of meeting consumption. In all this, each factor has a pro- 
per part to play and is entitled to a corresponding share of 
the reward earned in meeting consumption. 


Preamble To Plan 

1. The political creed of the N.Z. Co-operative Party is: 

(a) That the primary responsibility of mankind is 
constantly to seek and attain progress—social, 
ate. and economic, both national and indivi- 

ual, 

(b) That without such a defined objective and with- 
out a plan for achieving it, the nation is failing 
to do its duty to itself and the future and must, 
as it has done in the past, expend its energies 
in futility ,internal dissension and the pursuing 
of selfish policies. | 

(c) That depressions, miseries, social and economic 
injustices and industrial disturbances are due to 
lack of planning and to the inculcation of a spirit 
of selfishness by leaders who appeal to no nobler 
quality in the people. 

(d) That Party government has been made evil 
through the quality of selfishness by which it 
flourishes, and through which it keeps the people 
divided and the way of progress barred. 

(e) That true democracy—the rule by each and all 
for the benefit of each and all—must be estab- 
lished in the place of selfish interest, and the 
spirit of democracy must be embodied in all 
phases of national and individual life by apply- 
ing the principle of co-operation for the good of 
each and all. 

2. The N.Z. Co-operative Party has therefore set out 

- to achieve the following objectives :— 

(a) The attaining of social, moral and economic pro- 
gress, both national and individual, by the prac- 
tice of co-operation in production, distribution. 
and exchange. 

(b) The equitable division of reward for co-cperative 
effort on the basis of a proportionate sharing - 
of all progress and return. 


3. The N.Z. Co-operative Party has determined to put 
these principles and beliefs into effect by enlisting the sup- 
port of the people in the formation of.a truly democratic 
Government pledged to introduce the Co-operative State in 
conformity with these ideals. 


A. To this end, the Party intends to select natural lead- 
ers of the people in all walks of life—men and women who 
believe in the prin¢iple of co-operation and the new order 
in government—and to seek their election to the House of 


Representatives. 


_ The Co-operative State 
——>—& ——— { 


For many years the people of the world have sought a 
plan whereby they might enjoy a standard of working and a 
standard of living which would bear some definite relation- 
ship to the actual and potential fruitfulness of the world; 
to the means placed at their hands by science and progress 
for realising that fruitfulness; and to their own desires to 
work at the task of building a better civilisation on those 
foundations. Every man and woman has realised that the 
world stands at the threshold of great things to come. 
And every man and woman has experienced an embittering 
sense of frustration and futility as the years have gone by 
and the full enjoyment of the potential fruitfulness of the 
world has failed to come to realisation. 


The means were there; the will to work was there: but 
we failed to find a system whereby our energies, our science 
and the resources of the world could be made to yield the 
kind of progress desired by all. 


In the world’s search for the ideal system, many State 
forms of social, economic and political organisations have 
been adopted, Socialism, Capitalism, Communism, Fascism 
and many other political creeds have been tried. They 
failed because they lost touch with the individual—the 
ordinary man and woman in the field, the home, the shop, 
the office and the factory. They failed because they 
endeavoured to create a Machine State in place of a Human 
State, and because they attempted to build a civilisation of 
material things in place of the greater civilisation of the 
human spirit. 


The time has now come when we must recognise our 
failures and the reason for them. Experience should have 
shown us that there is but one way to the New World— 
the creation of a civilisation of higher human values by 
mutual effort in a common cause. 


THE ANSWER IS CO-OPERATION. The new world 
is one in which the Co-operative State will provide to every 
citizen the means for fulfilling his or her desire to progress. 
It will be achieved by liberating the natural instinct of men | 
to work together for mutual benefit. Co-operation is the 
keystone of the new order. 
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| THE A.B.C. PLAN FOR NEW ZEALAND IS THE i 
| Only Way for the Future | 
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| 1. The attaining of social, 2. The equitable division | 

moral and economic of reward for co-opera-_ ll 
jij Progress, both national tive effort on the basis 
| and individual, by the _ of a proportionate shar- | 





#: practice of co-operation ing of all progress and %: 
| in production, distribu- results. | 
tion and exchange. ue 


+ How it Will be done is told in this Pamphlet 
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